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INTRODUCTION
The SARS-CoV-2 virus, which can cause COVID-19, has spread rapidly around the world and has resulted in the declaration of a pandemic by the 
World Health Organisation.

Hand hygiene is the primary measure proven to be e�ective in preventing transmission of pathogenic microorganisms to patients and healthcare 
workers[1] and with more than 200 million reported cases worldwide[2] of which around 20% require hospital care[3] it is vital that essential hand 
hygiene products are su�ciently e�cacious against SARS-CoV-2.

Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 can occur through direct contact with an infected individual, through infected secretions such as saliva and respiratory 
droplets, or indirectly through contact with a contaminated object or surface[4]. Human coronaviruses such as SARS-CoV-2 can remain infectious 
on inanimate surfaces for up to 9 days meaning contamination of frequent touch surfaces is a potential source of viral transmission[4]   

OBJECTIVE
The objective of this study is to demonstrate viricidal activity of a range of formulated skin care products against SARS-CoV-2 specifically. 

METHOD
Testing was conducted using ASTM E1052-20 and EN14476:2013+A2:2019 test methods. The test product was challenged with an aliquot of viral 
inoculum as well as an interference substance (for EN14476) then held for an exposure (contact) time.  

Immediately after the contact time, the reaction mixture was neutralized. The neutralized sample was assayed for infectious virus via a cell 
culture-based viral infectivity assay (TCID50 assay).  

The results were compared to a mock-treated Virus Recovery Control to determine the virucidal activity (Log10 reduction) by the test product.
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Table 1

CONCLUSION
The data from this study provides evidence that…

• Alcohol-based sanitizers are e�ective against SARS-CoV-2 and that this e�ectiveness is not strongly a�ected either by product format or by  
alcohol composition as long as a su�cient concentration is applied and the suggested contacts times are adhered to. 

  
• SCJ Professional 0.13% BZK based hand sanitizer and Hydrogen Peroxide/Phenoxyethanol based antimicrobial foam soap are also both e�ective  
 against SARS-CoV-2.

As a result, we would recommend the use of product formulations meeting those specifications in health care, community, and home environments 
as part of hand hygiene practices to help control the transmission of SARS CoV-2.

SC Johnson Professional hand sanitiser and foam soap products are marketed for human hygiene purposes only and whilst they are one of many 
e�ective tools in the battle against the transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, their use does not prevent or treat COVID-19 disease or provide any 
medicinal e�ects or benefits to the user.
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